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President’s Page
by David Yelton

	 I	am	thankful.	As	we	approach	the	end	of	a	second	full	year	of	operating	
in	the	COVID-19	pandemic-mode,	FPWC	is	thankful	that	you	continue	to	support	
FPWC	with	your	prayers	and	donations	of	time	and	money.		
	 Families	in	our	IHN	shelter	program	remain	housed	in	a	Lebanon-area	
motel	instead	of	being	sheltered	at	various	host	churches	in	the	IHN	host-church	
rotational	shelter	model.	The	COVID-19	pandemic-mode	shelter	model	continues	
to	work	well	for	the	benefit	of	those	families	who	follow	the	plan,	which	FPWC	
helps	them	develop,	to	obtain	sustainable	housing.	Host	and	support	churches	
continue	to	connect	with	those	homeless	families	by	providing	food	and	other	
tangible	evidence	of	their	concern	and	love	for	these	parents	and	their	children.
	 Elsewhere	in	this	newsletter	you	will	have	an	opportunity	to	read	about	
the	impact	of	that	love	and	support	for	one	young	family	who	were	recently	in	the	
IHN	shelter	program.	I	hope	it	lifts	your	heart	and	strengthens	your	commitment	to	
this	ministry	as	it	has	inspired	me.	Thank	you	for	helping	this	family.
 I am also thankful to report that while the current pandemic-shelter model 
is	much	more	expensive	than	the	normal	IHN	host	church	rotational	network,	
FPWC’s	financial	position	remains	sound	as	we	begin	2022.	The	combination	of	
your	gifts	and	various	pandemic-related	grant	programs	have	covered	the	extra	
expense.	However,	a	number	of	those	emergency	grant	programs	have	expired	and	
have not been replaced. At this point it remains unclear when it will be safe for the 
host	church	rotational	network	to	resume	normal	operations.
	 FPWC	has	completed	the	acquisition	of	a	property	that,	once	fully	
converted	to	meet	our	needs,	can	help	FPWC	better	respond	to	the	full	scope	of	
challenges	caused	by	things	like	the	COVID-19	pandemic.	I	am	very	thankful	for	this	
opportunity.	Please	note	that	this	property	acquisition	is	just	one	step	in	a	long-
term	project.	It	will	not	immediately	address	the	extra	expense	of	continuing	to	
operate in the current COVID-19 pandemic mode.  
	 Referrals	to	our	shelter	and	other	support	programs	remain	high	as	more	
families	struggle	to	cover	higher	costs	for	basic	needs.	Thank	you	for	all	you	have	
done	and	will	continue	doing	to	help	FPWC	serve	the	needs	of	homeless	and	at-risk	
Warren County families.
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Linda’s Letter
by	Linda	Rabolt	-	Executive	Director

I’m	tired,	my	staff	is	tired,	and	I	bet	that	you	are	as	well.		

	 In	2021,	the	staff	of	Family	Promise	of	Warren	County	experienced	our	
busiest	year	in	our	almost	25-year	history.	Our	programs	in	total	served	164	families,	
to	include	382	individuals;	187	of	which	were	children.	We	spent	time	with,	cared	
for,	and	encouraged	1851	referrals	for	assistance.	As	a	comparison,	in	2020	our	total	
referrals	were	1189.		This	represents	an	increase	of	64%	-	that	is	tremendous	increase.	
And	we	did	this	being	the	good	stewards	that	we	are,	with	a	small	but	mighty	staff.	No	
wonder	we	are	tired.		
	 BUT,	with	that,	we	are	encouraged	and	excited	for	the	year	ahead.	During	the	
COVID	pandemic	our	process	had	changed.	We	were	steadfast	in	our	belief	that	we	
MUST	continue	to	support	our	families,	even	while	they	could	not	be	in	our	church	
homes	or	in	our	day	center.	Our	network	congregations,	who	I	am	sure	were	tired	as	
well,	continued	to	provide	wonderful	meals,	kids	activities	and	encouragement.	And,	
then as you read in “Stories of Promise” you will hear directly from Emily who shares 
those	words	of	encouragement	“No	matter	what	you’re	going	through	it	will	get	
better.	No	matter	how	long	it	may	last	it	WILL	PASS”.		And	for	her	and	33	other	families	
in	2021,	“through	prayer,	patience	and	hope”	they	have	a	home.
 And we too, will have a new home. Family Promise of Warren County hopes 
to	move	late	this	summer	to	600	Cincinnati	Avenue	in	Lebanon;	the	former	Shaker	
Inn,	once	renovations	are	completed.	At	this	wonderful	building	we	will	continue	
to	build	hope,	find	permanent	homes,	have	a	safe	place	amidst	this	pandemic	for	
our	families	to	safely	interact	with	our	staff	and	even	our	volunteers	once	again.	We	
will	have	a	playground,	a	laundry,	access	to	staff	–	we	will	provide	the	dignity	and	
hospitality for which we are known.  
	 We	cannot	do	this	alone.	We	need	YOU,	our	supporters,	our	foundation.	We	
need	you	to	continue	to	pray	for	this	mission.	To	pray	for	the	families	that	we	are	
blessed	to	serve.	To	pray	for	the	Emilys	that	we	are	blessed	to	have	in	our	lives.	To	
pray	for	our	staff,	our	board,	and	our	volunteers	on	whom	we	so	deeply	depend	on.		
	 We	cannot	do	this	alone.	We	ask	you	to	help	us	to	paint,	to	do	landscaping,	
to	renovate	and	to	make	this	motel	a	home.	A	home	where	our	families	are	no	longer	
with their children in a car or unsafe environment. A home where they feel God’s love 

Vision:
“A county where every 
family has a home, a 
livelihood and a future 
full of promise...”

Mission:
“To	assist	Warren	County	
homeless families 
achieve sustainable 
independence	through	
a community based 
response...”Linda’s Letter cont. on next page...
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through	what	we	together	do;	by	being	the	hands	and	feet	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.		
	 And	with	that,	we	cannot	do	this	alone.	We	will	need	boy	scouts	and	girl	
scouts,	men’s	groups	and	women’s	groups,	businesses,	organizations,	and	all	places	
of	worship	to	share	of	themselves	by	feeding	our	families,	sharing	an	outdoor	
game,	or	swinging	on	the	playground,	writing	those	words	of	encouragement,	
loving	those	who	we	are	called	to	unconditionally	love.		
	 And	lastly,	we	need	your	financial	support,	large	or	small	as	we	take	this	
journey.	This	journey	that	will	allow	Family	Promise	of	Warren	County	to	double	
our	network,	touch	more	children	and	their	families	and	provide	additional	
programs	that	will	help	our	families	to	have	the	tools	to	never	be	homeless	again.
	 Watch	our	Facebook	page,	E	Newsletter	and	our	web	page:
www.familyrpomisewarren.org	for	updates	on	our	new	home.	Look	at	our	
Signupgenious-https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4daaa82eaaf94-family--	to	
see	how	you	and/or	your	group	can	provide	much	needed	help.		
	 Yes,	I	guess	I	am	still	tired…but	in	that	tired	I	know	it	is	a	good	type	of	tired.		
That	of	which	I	know	when	we	lay	our	heads	down	at	night,	we	know	that	we	have	
indeed	done	our	best	to	touch	the	lives	of	those	who	need	us	the	most.	Thank	you	
in	advance	for	taking	this	journey	with	us.		

Board of Directors 

David Yelton - President 
Tom	Ludeke	-	Vice	President	
Rev.	Mary	Joseph	-	Host	Recruitment	
Todd	Rockstroh	-	Facilities	Chair
Jennifer	Goepper	-	Member
Rev.	Jackie	Matisse	-	Member	
Linda	Rabolt	-	Executive	Director

Advisory Board

Monica	Widdig	-	Treasurer
Carol Spicer - Personnel Chair

FPWC Staff

Nichole	Richardson	-	Case	Manager
Jesse	Bischoff	-	Day	Center	Coordinator	
Doug	Gilham	-	HCRP	(A-M)
Danielle	August	-	HCRP	(N-Z)	
Andrew	Rabolt	-	Statistics,	HCRP
Josh	Beckett	-	Driver
Dave Hawkey - Driver 
Marianne	Duerre	-	Special	Projects	
Linda	Rabolt	-	Executive	Director	

We want to thank the 
team from the Warren 

County Juvenile Court for 
volunteering to help us 

with our furniture ministry 
and also Judge Joseph W. 
Kirby for his support of             

this program.

Christmas in July

Christmas	in	July	is	one	of	the	premier	events	that	Family	Promise	of	Warren	County	
holds.	It	will	be	held	on	July	30	for	the	families	that	have	successfully	completed	the	
FPWC	shelter	program	as	well	as	the	families	that	are	in	shelter	at	that	time.		
We	are	grateful	for	the	leadership	provided	by	Jennifer	Keezer	and	her	team,	who,	
through	a	well	thought	out	plan,	provide	the	children	receive	all	that	they	need	to	
successfully	begin	the	school	year.	This	includes	items	such	as:	a	backpack	with	grade	
appropriate	supplies,	a	gift	cards	for	shoes	and	a	haircut,	outfits,	a	light	jacket,	socks,	
underclothing	and	a	small	gift	from	Santa.
In	the	past,	we	have	enjoyed	crafts	and	a	turkey	dinner	in	person.		Most	importantly,	
the	children	have	enjoyed	a	visit	with	“summer”	Santa	who	shares	words	of	
encouragement	with	each	child	for	a	successful	school	year.	As	of	this	writing,	it	is	
uncertain	if	the	program	will	be	in	person	or	if	Santa	and	his	elves	will	deliver	the	
school supplies to the children.
This	program	has	been	deemed	successful	by	many	educators	that	have	shared	the	
positive	change	that	they	see	in	our	children	as	they	enter	the	school	year	prepared	
and	looking	like	all	of	the	other	children;	feeling	able	to	accomplish	a	positive			
school year.
If	you	want	to	support	this	program,	please	make	your	contribution	in	the	
envelope	provided.		If	you	would	like	to	volunteer	please	contact	Jennifer	Keezer	at	
jenniferkeezer3@gmail.com.
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Family Promise of Warren County 
So	Much	MORE	Than	Shelter!	

While	the	IHN	Shelter	program	is	the	primary	
program	of	Family	Promise	of	Warren	County,	we	
also	provide	the	following	programs:

• Homeless Crisis Response 
Program (HCRP):

  
This	program	assists	in	two	areas,	Rapid	Re-housing	
and	Homeless	Prevention.	The	Rapid	Re-housing	
program	helps	families,	couples	and	individuals	who	
are	literally	homeless.	This	can	be	in	shelter,	in	a	tent	
or anywhere that is inhabitable. We can assist with 
rent,	deposit,	and	utilities	to	get	the	client	into	their	
own	affordable	housing	unit.	

The	Homeless	Prevention	program	can	assist	families,	
couples,	and	individuals	to	KEEP	their	homes	when	
they	fall	behind	on	the	rent	due	to	job	loss,	illness	or	
anything	related	to	COVID	or	other	areas	of	concern.	
There	are	income	requirements	and	self-sufficiency	
requirement	to	this	program.

• Heaven & Hearth
• Coats for a Cause
• Transient Fund
• After Shelter
• Transportation 

If	you	have	questions	about	any	of	the	core	Family	
Promise	of	Warren	County	programs,	do	not	hesitate	
to	contact	Linda	Rabolt	at	(513)	934-5250

Your donation of just $40.00 will house 
a family of 4 in a hotel room for one day 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. Your 
donation of $280.00 will house a family of 

4 in a hotel room for a week.

Donation Drop Off

Please	call	in	advance	when	you	are	dropping	off	a	
donation.	Please	be	aware	that	due	to	strict	social	distancing	
policy,	FPWC	staff	will	not	be	able	to	assist	you	with	your	drop	
off.	Please	realize	that	we	are	so	very	appreciative	of	your	
kindness	and	that	while	we	would	LOVE	to	visit	with	you	as	
we	have	in	the	past,	we	simply	cannot	at	this	time.	Be	sure	
to	leave	your	name	and	address	with	your	donation	so	that	
we	can	send	you	a	proper	thank	you!	If	you	prefer	to	send	
a	monetary	donation	to	help	us	defray	our	additional	costs	
please	send	to:	

FPWC,	203	East	Warren	Street,	Lebanon,	Ohio	45036.	Check	
out	our	web	page	
www.familypromisewarren.org	for	PayPal	instructions.	THANK	
YOU	for	your	continued	support	of	homeless	families	in	
Warren County.

DONATION OPPORTUNITY:  

The	Heaven	and	Hearth	furniture	ministry	provides	
furniture and household items not only for the 
families	that	graduate	from	the	IHN	shelter	but	also	
for individual and families that are in the community 
and	have	needs.		Many	years	ago,	we	were	blessed	
with	a	used	box	truck	by	the	Cobblestone	Church.		This	
blessing	enabled	us	to	ramp	up	our	pickups	and	help	
even more people.  Unfortunately, our box truck is on 
its	last	legs	and	we	have	been	advised	by	our	mechanic	
that	it	is	not	fixable.		We	are	currently	in	the	process	of	
looking	for	an	affordable	box	truck	that	will	meet	our	
needs.	Your	prayerful	consideration	of	a	donation	to	
this	cause	is	greatly	appreciated.

Other donations

Due	to	COVID-19	we	are	unable	to	take	donations	
(other	than	items	to	Heaven	&	Hearth)	unless	they	are	
listed	on	the	FPWC	Wish	List.		Items	that	are	new	and	
in the box will be considered on a case to case basis. 
Unfortunately	we	are	unable	to	take	any	used	clothing	at	
this	time.
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Stories of Promise

	 I’m	going	to	share	some	of	my	life	with	you.		

	 We’re	a	small	family	of	just	three	people.	A	young	mother	(Emily)	a	
hardworking	father	(Justin)	and	a	beautiful	2	year	old	little	girl	(Ezmae).	
We’ve	gone	through	tough	times	but	just	recently	we	experienced	the	
hardest of it all. We were homeless for about six months. 
	 How’d	we	get	there,	you’re	wondering?	Well	honestly	it	was	really	an	
inconvenience. We had an apartment of our own, lived there for a whole 
year!	Only	Ezmae	and	I	were	on	the	lease,	Justin	wasn’t…	the	manager	of	
the	building	wanted	us	to	add	him	on.	That’s	fine	we	thought,	no	it	wasn’t,	
he was denied because of credit issues. 
	 We	had	one	month	to	find	someplace	new	to	call	home.	That	didn’t	
happen,	we	ended	up	staying	in	multiple	hotels	struggling	to	pay	for	a	
room.	We	also	stayed	with	family,	loosing	faith	for	finding	a	new	home.	
We	were	on	our	last	string	so	we	thought	to	go	through	the	local	homeless	
shelter. 
	 That’s	when	everything	really	changed	for	us.	Family	Promise	set	us	
up	in	a	hotel,	we	were	there	a	little	over	a	month	and	we	spent	Christmas,	
New	Years	and	our	daughter’s	second	birthday	there.	Of	course	those	times	
were	kind	of	hard	but	with	everything	everyone	did	for	us	while	being	there	
made	it	so	much	better!	
	 Our	first	night	we	got	a	huge	welcome	box	with	food,	basic	
necessities,	Ezmae	some	pajamas	and	more!	Every	week	a	different	church	
basically	supported	my	family.	Every	night	dinner	was	brought	to	us	&	every	
Sunday food for the whole week was delivered. Christmas is here now, they 
donated	a	tree	and	of	course	we	put	it	up.	I	didn’t	think	we	were	going	to	
have	a	gift	giving	Christmas	but	I	was	wrong.	We	were	brought	gifts	&	even	
Santa	showed	up	for	Ezmae!	Maybe	for	some	people	that	wouldn’t	be	an	
ideal	Christmas	but	for	me	that	will	never	be	a	forgotten	one.	
	 We	had	an	amazing	case	manager	through	Family	Promise	who	helped	
us	tremendously	and	I	really	couldn’t	thank	her	enough.	They	gave	us	many	
resources	to	find	a	new	home	and	that’s	really	all	we	needed.	Sometimes	
strangers	can	be	your	biggest	supporters.	
	 Through	Prayers	Patience	and	Hope	we	have	a	home,	A	HOUSE!	
	 I	couldn’t	be	more	thankful	or	feel	more	blessed.	We’re	doing	amazing	
and	Ezmae	absolutely	loves	all	the	space	she	has	to	play!	We	have	a	perfect	
home	to	create	beautiful	memories	in!	Our	families	are	so	proud	of	us,	we	
stayed	strong	and	overcame	a	huge	obstacle	as	a	family.	

No	matter	what	you’re	going	through	it	will	get	better.	
No	matter	how	long	it	may	last	it	WILL	PASS!

Many thanks to Karen Daniels and 
our friends at Sycamore Presbyterian 

Church for their support of the 
IHN Christmas Wish List and their 
continued support all year long! 

Your generosity has touched       
many families. 

We love our Sycamore family!

Many thanks to our friends at New 
Freedom Church for this great 

valentine craft. Little Bailey enjoyed 
it so much that she clipped it to her 

backpack! What a great way to share 
the love!

“Our family wants to thank you so 
much for providing meals from your 
church to our family. We appreciate 
everything you’ve done by lifting 
our spirits with the kind cards and 
messages inside. We cannot thank 

you enough and appreciate you. We 
are very grateful”

-Amber & family
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Host Recruitment & Retention 
by	Jennifer	Fry	&	Mary	Joseph	(Co-Chairs,	HR&R	Team)

	 As	this	message	is	being	written	all	of	us	who	serve	on	the	Host	Recruitment	
&	Retention	team	(HR&R)	for	Family	Promise	await	the	arrival	of	the	season	of	
spring.	When	you	are	reading	this,	spring	will	have	already	sprung,	according	to	our	
calendars.	What	a	wonderful	gift	this	season	is	as	we	watch	new	life	appear,	buds	on	
trees,	bulbs	pushing	forth	from	the	ground,	the	return	of	some	of	our	favorite	birds,	
and	the	opportunity	to	plant	our	gardens	as	the	earth	warms	up.	Joy	fills	our	hearts	
and	minds	as	we	say,	“thank	you,	God,	for	all	your	gifts	of	creation.”
	 It	is	with	much	gratitude	that	we	share	with	you	some	updates	about	the	
work	our	team	is	doing.	We	are	continuing	our	“Thank	You”	initiative	by	contacting	
our	hosting	and	supporting	congregations	soon	after	they	have	completed	a	
rotation	week.	During	each	week,	our	program	families	receive	evening	meals,	
notes	of	encouragement,	and	craft	items	for	the	children	and	youth.		All	of	these	are	
prepared	by	church	volunteers.	The	families	continue	to	be	housed	in	a	local	motel	
and	the	meals	are	delivered	each	evening	to	the	scheduled	host	congregation.	From	
there they are picked up by one of our Family Promise drivers and taken to the 
motel for delivery to each family.
		 If	you	are	currently	helping	us	care	for	our	families,	know	that	every	day,	
we	get	positive	feedback	from	them	about	the	care	and	attention	you	put	into	their	
meals	and	the	activities	you	provide	are	always	appreciated.	We	often	get	pictures	
of	beautifully	completed	craft	projects!	Never	doubt	that	your	contributions	are	
received	well	and	with	gratitude	from	our	families.
	 In	the	coming	months,	we’ll	be	creating	a	new	Facebook	page	for	our	
current	coordinators.	This	will	be	a	place	to	share	best	practices	and	for	us	to	learn	
from	each	other.	Another	church	may	be	doing	something	you	do,	but	differently.		
Or	it	may	inspire	you	to	try	something	completely	new!	Watch	your	email	for	
information	soon!
	 As	we	move	forward	in	2022,	we	expect	our	volunteer	needs	to	expand.		
If	you’re	not	currently	providing	meals	and/or	activities,	we	continue	to	look	for	
churches,	businesses,	and	organizations	to	support	our	program	by	providing	meals	
for	our	families	and	activities	that	can	be	completed	in	the	hotel.	Games,	coloring	
books,	books,	toys,	and,	soon	enough,	outdoor	toys	will	be	used	and	well	loved.	
If	you’d	like	to	learn	more	about	us,	and	how	we	help	homeless	families	find	shelter	
and	housing,	please	consider	joining	us	for	an	information	session	on	Zoom,	on	April	
21,	2022	at	10	am	and	7	pm.	The	zoom	link	is	Join	our	Cloud	HD	Video	Meeting	and	
the	passcode	is	044037.	If	you	have	other	questions,	we	encourage	you	to	call	the	
Day	Center	at	513-934-5250	or	visit	our	website	at	familypromisewarren.org.	

Host & Support Churches

Heritage	Presbyterian	Church
 St. Susanna Church
 Mason United Methodist Church
 Hope Church, Mason
	 Compass	Christian	Church
	 Grace	Baptist	Church
	 Open	Table	Church	
Lebanon	Presbyterian	Church
Lebanon	United	Methodist	Church
 Pleasant Plain Presbyterian
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
	 Lakeveiw	UCC
	 True	Kingdom	Ministries
	 St.	Mary	Magdalene
 Nexus Church
	 The	Church	of	Jesus	Christ	of	Latter-Day	
        Saints
Resurrection	Lutheran	Church
 Bethany UCC
Sycamore Presbyterian Church
 St. Vincent de Paul of St. Philip’s Catholic
        Church
Our	Lady	of	Sorrows
 Monroe United Methodist
 Monroe Presbyterian
	 The	River	Church
 First Church of God
North	Cincinnati	Community	Church
Springboro	First	United	Methodist
	 Springboro	United	Church	of	Christ
	 Pilgrim	South
	 Red	Lion	United	Methodist	Church
	 Living	Water	Lutheran	Church
Cobblestone Community Church
New Freedom Church
Lifehouse	Church

COVID 19 Support 
Churches:

First	Baptist	of	Mason,	G3	Community	
Church, Saint Vincent de Paul of St. 
Philips	Catholic	Church,	Living	Water	
Lutheran	Church,	St.	Augustine	Catholic	
Church,	St.	Mary	of	the	Assumption	
Catholic Church

If	you	have	questions	on	how	
to become a host or support 
congregation,	do	not	hesitate	to	
contact	Linda	Rabolt	at	
(513)	934-5250
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Coordinator Corner
by Chris Brown - Lebanon Presbyterian Church

Refresh	Others	(Proverbs	11:25)
	 Although	Lebanon	Presbyterian	Church	(LPC)	has	been	a	long-
time	member	of	the	Family	Promise	of	Warren	County’s	family	
rotation,	I	have	been	participating	but	a	handful	of	years.
	 At	50	years	of	age,	my	oldest	was	preparing	to	graduate	from	
Little	Miami	High	School.	With	one	less	child	to	actively	tend	to,	I	
wanted	to	find	work	that	could	make	me	feel	like	I	was	contributing	
to	the	community	(which	“community”	was	still	an	unknown).			
		 After	three	years	of	prayers	and	seeking,	I	was	led	to	return	to	
school	for	dietetics.	There	I	learned	about	community	nutrition	and	
the	challenges	faced	by	families	to	afford	tasty,	healthy	food.		While	
in school, I heard about an opportunity to serve this very community 
at	LPC.	At	the	end	of	2019,	I	was	preparing	for	my	last	term	of	school	
when I was asked to be on a new IHN team at church.
	 It	seemed	like	an	easy	task:	figure	out	dinner	plans	and	
have	some	breakfast	and	lunch	items	available	during	the	week.		
THEN…COVID	struck.	What	a	baptism!	This	is	where	my	story	as	a	
coordinator	begins	with	our	new	team’s.	Our	team	has	only	done	
covid style IHN weeks. 
	 I	feel	more	attached	to	the	families	under	these	different	
times.	In	the	kitchen	our	cooks	and	prep	team	members	see	the	
family	members	names	and	ages.	We	pray	for	them	as	we	prepare	
and	package	their	meals	each	night.	One	rotation	that	will	always	
hold a special place in my heart, was a week there were 3 special 
nutrition	concerns;	the	most	foreboding	one	yet:	a	member	of	one	
of	the	families	had	chosen	a	vegan	lifestyle.	Although	a	challenge,	
it	was	the	most	fun	and	engaging	week	of	trying	out	new	recipes.	If	
we	didn’t	like	it,	we	didn’t	send	it	out	and	we	got	to	try	again.	(We	
made	a	batch	of	rubbery	pancakes).					
	 Our	church	is	BLESSED	with	people	who	love	and	know	how	
to	cook.	I	feel	Deuteronomy	15:10	each	rotation	(Give	generously…
the	Lord	our	God	will	bless	you	in	all	your	work	and	in	everything	
you	put	your	hand.)	Each	night,	we	have	3-4	volunteers	that	prepare	
hot	dinners	from	the	heart	and	package	a	variety	of	breakfast	and	
lunch	food	for	the	next	day.	These	volunteers	comprise	of	two	dozen	
women	and	men	in	their	20’s	through	their	70’s.	There’s	another	
dozen	cooks	who	will	bring	in	prepared	side	dishes	they	lovingly	
make	in	their	homes…one	teenager	faithfully	bakes	apple	pie	bars	
each	rotation.	This	group	allows	the	cooks	to	concentrate	their	
time	on	preparing	hot	food	for	dinner.	Then	there	are	the	other				
gracious	families	that	donate	150+	ingredients,	so	that	we	can	
make tasty, hot healthy dinners, and provide a variety of lunch and 
breakfast meals.  
	 The	members	of	LPC’s	IHN	team	(which	are	mostly	teenage	
girls)	make	sure	to	love	on	our	families	with	age/gender	appropriate	
gifts	and	letters	of	encouragement.	Our	program	would	not	be	
complete	without	them.	This	team	and	Lebanon	Presbyterian	
Church	members	look	forward	to	the	day	that	we	can	once	again	
love and dote on the families in person. 
 I truly feel blessed, and I know this is where God wants me to 
serve...	In	HIS	community	that	faces	multiple	challenges…this	is	one	
less	challenge	on	their	proverbial	platter.

“To everyone who helped my family at 
Christmas. It’s hard to put into words how 
much it meant to us to see our kids have a 
great Christmas. You definitely went above 
and beyond anything we expected. And, 
hopefully, one day I’ll be in a position to 
make someone’s day way better, the way 

you have done for my family!”
-Amanda & family



1. What do you usually do to volunteer 
for FPWC? Which is your favorite? 
We	come	every	week	to	help	organize	the	
warehouse!	We	love	helping	to	prepare	the	
furniture for families before they come to pick      
it	up!

2. How did you first get involved in 
FPWC?
We have had appointments to serve each week for 
years!	As	missionaries	we	get	moved	to	different	
areas every few months and we serve at FPWC 
when	we	are	in	this	area!

3. What is your “why” for volunteering?
We love to help out and serve others in               
the community. 

4. What is a memorable moment about 
your work with us?
Getting	to	help	families	move	is	always	
memorable!	It	is	awesome	to	see	them	so	happy!

5. What would you tell new members/
volunteers about volunteering for FPWC?
Request	to	work	with	Jesse!!	It	is	a	lot	of	work	but	
it’s	a	lot	of	fun!

6. Tell us a fun fact about yourself!
(from left to right)	Elder	Ludlow	plays	8	instruments,	
Elder	Tate	is	good	at	art,	Sister	Dudley	is	a	farmer	
and	Sister	Roberts	loves	everything	green!

1. How long have you been a board 
member of FPWC?
I	have	been	a	board	member	since	2014.

2. What do you enjoy most about being 
a board member?
I	enjoy	supporting	the	mission	of	FPWC													
the most.

3. Why did you join FPWC?
I	began	working	with	FPWC	in	1998	as	a	
volunteer.	My	children	were	young	at	the	time,	
and	I	wanted	to	find	a	ministry	that	we	could	
do as a family. FPWC has been a special part of 
our family and has created a lot of memories. 
Serving	FPWC	families	has	been	very	impactful	
on my children and our family in many ways.

4. What is your current occupation? 
I	am	an	accountant	and	teach	accounting	full-
time	at	University	of	Cincinnati	Blue	Ash	College.	

5. What do you love most about FPWC?
Providing	an	opportunity	for	families	to	get	
back	on	their	feet.	In	the	past	23	years	I	have	
witnessed a lot of success stories.

6. What’s something about you (a fun 
fact) that not many people know? 
I	love	anything	on	or	near	water,	ocean,	lake,	or	
river.	Being	on	the	water	is	my	happy	place.

Volunteer Spotlight 

 getting to know 

 The Sisters & Elders    

from The Church of 

Jesus Christ of Latter 

Day Saints

Board Spotlight 

getting to know 

Monica Widdig

In Action Page 8



	 In	our	last	newsletter	(December	2021)	we	announced	our	
pending	acquisition	of	a	small,	historic	motel	in	Lebanon	known	as	the	
Shaker Inn, with the intent to increase our capacity to serve homeless 
families in our community.  We are pleased to provide a brief update 
on	this	project.		

	 We	have	secured	final	approvals	from	the	City	and	County	to	
proceed with our proposed use of the facility, and we have completed 
the	purchase	of	the	property.		Going	forward	the	location	will	be	called	
“Family	Promise”	in	keeping	with	our	name	and	in	recognition	of	the	
change	in	function	from	a	public	inn	to	a	campus	that	will	provide	
residential	space	for	guest	families,	a	Day	Center,	and	administrative	
offices.		

	 The	building	will	need	significant	renovation	in	its	plumbing	
and	electrical	systems,	as	well	as	remodeling	to	portions	of	the	building	
to	better	serve	guest	families	and	staff.		An	extensive	list	of	projects	
has	been	compiled,	and	work	is	now	underway.		We	are	targeting	
completion	in	late	summer,	at	which	point	we	will	relocate	families	and	
staff	from	our	current	facilities	on	Warren	and	Cherry	Streets.	

	 We	will	be	posting	regular	updates	to	provide	photos	and	
progress	reports	on	the	renovation	efforts.	Please	follow	us	at					
https://www.facebook.com/IHNWC.
 
	 We	have	a	Specail	Edition	Newsletter	dedicated	to	this	project	
and	will	be	providing	extensive	detail	on	costs	and	funding	as	well	as	
the	plans	for	renovation	and	operation.	If	you	do	not	currently	receive	
our	newsletters	and	would	like	to	be	added	to	our	mailing	list,	please	
send	your	name	and	email	address	to	jesse@ihnwc.org.				

Shaker Inn Update
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Run4Home 5K & Kids Fun Run

The	16th	annual	Run4Home	5K	and	Kids	Fun	Run	will	
be	held	at	Shelter	33	at	Armco	Park,	located	at	1223	
State	Route	741,	Lebanon	on	July	4,	2022.
This	event	will	benefit	the	programs	of	Family	
Promise of Warren County.

The	year,	the	Run4Home	will	be	led	by	the	staff	
and Board of Directors of Family Promise of Warren 
County	to	celebrate	our	new	facility	and	our	25th	
year	of	service	to	the	community	which	will	begin	
on	September	1,	2022.	There	is	indeed	much																			
to	celebrate!

This	year	at	the	conclusion	of	the	Run4Home,	all	
participants	are	invited	to	enjoy	a	good	old	fashioned	
hot	dog	barbeque	and	Open	House	at	the	new	facility	
located	at	600	Cincinnati	Avenue	until	noon.	We	hope	
that	you	can	join	us	as	we	celebrate	next	steps.

Please	sign	up	online	at	brunningendurance.com	or	
visit	our	website	at	www.familypromisewarren.org	to	
sponsor,	for	a	paper	entry	and	more	information.	
We	look	forward	to	seeing	you	on	July	4	for	a	great	
start	to	the	Independence	Day	holiday!
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Family Promise of Warren County
IHN Shelter Wish List

   If you are interested in helping our families during this time,
   below is a wish list of items that are greatly needed.

• Cleaning supplies: Lysol/Clorox wipes, disinfectant spray, floor cleaner,   
 buckets, mops, brooms, bathroom cleaner, kitchen cleaner, toilet bowl   
 cleaner, glass cleaner, cleaning supplies (i.e. Sponges, magic eraser,   
 etc…)
•  Paper towels 
• Baby items: diapers (sizes newborn, 4, 5, 6), baby wipes, baby/toddler shampoo,   
 baby/toddler wash, infant/children’s Tylenol/Advil/Motrin
• Adult Tylenol, Advil/Motrin
• Garbage bags: 13-gallon kitchen size (10 in a box at Dollar Tree)
• Women’s deodorant 
• Pots/Pans sets (at Dollar Tree for $20)
• Dish soap
• Disinfectant pump soap
• Adult hair conditioner 
• Adult body wash
• Hair ties, brushes/combs
• Children & Adult coloring books
• Boys/Girls underwear sizes 2-12
• Walmart, Kroger, Aldi, Speedway, & Target gift cards
• Food Cards: Burger King, McDonald’s, Taco Bell, Arby’s, KFC etc…

Monetary donations are also appreciated for special needs. Please see webpage 
www.familypromisewarren.org for PayPal information or mail checks to FPWC at the     

address below.
Your kind donation is very important to us

Please call ahead when dropping off at

203 East Warren St. 
Lebanon, OH 45036

Please leave donations on the table by the front door along with your contact 
information for a thank you note. We appreciate you!! Stay well!!
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Did	you	know	in	2021	FPWC	assisted:
• 164	families
• 382	individuals
• 187	children
• 37	under	age	6
• 6	unborn	babies
• 1,851	referrals*

*every	referral	was	assisted	appropriatly	
and may not have required the shelter 
program	to	achieve	success.	Referrals	for	
services	are	up	64%	over	2021.	

Thank	you	to	all	the	many	volunteers	
at our host and support churches 
for	providing	meals,	fellowship,	
hospitality	and	unconditional	love	
to our families. If you would like 
to	get	involved,	please	contact	
Linda	Rabolt,	Executive	Director,	
at	513-934-5250	or	
linda@ihnwc.org.	For	more	

information	about	FPWC	go	to	
www.familypromisewarren.org.

Wish List

Please refer to our webpage 
www.familypromisewarren.org

for our Wish List!

Our most needed items are:
cleaning supplies, food 

gift cards (Kroger, Walmart, 
McDonalds, Burger King, etc...), 

paper towels and 
toilet paper


