
September 2022

Faith In 
Action

Family Promise of Warren County Newsletter

President’s Page
by David Yelton - Board President

It is hard for me to comprehend that we began this journey of helping 
Warren County homeless families over 25 years ago. It all started with 
people of goodwill meeting to discuss homelessness in Warren County. 
One of the first hurdles to be addressed was convincing others that there 
really are homeless people in our county and that the homeless population 
includes many young children.

In our 24-year history FPWC has helped over 900 families work through a 
plan they develop with their case manager to provide stable housing for 
their family. It is humbling to realize that FPWC shelter services are needed 
now as much if not more than it was 24 years ago.

I have been asked what our vision was at the beginning, what was our hope/
dream. The committee found hope of success when we were introduced to 
the IHN shelter concept. The concept’s organized structure and action plans 
had worked in many other communities.

What I now see is that at our beginning we were provided with hope much 
the same as the families who enter our shelter program today. These 
families are given hope that they can resolve their homelessness.

In this newsletter we will share exciting news about our progress to convert 
an old motel into a modern facility where FPWC can serve more families 
every week.

We hope that you will continue to support FPWC efforts to help these 
families enter the shelter program with confidence that they can find and 
retain stable housing for their family.
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Linda’s Letter
by Linda Rabolt - Executive Director

On September 1, 1998, I clearly remember entering 118 North Cherry Street excited 
yet terrified to start my new position as Executive Director of what was then the 
Interfaith Hospitality Network of Warren County. 

The building was nicely furnished by friends and volunteers Ann and Vic Feinauer 
having located items that would welcome our new guests. Margy Yelton left a vase 
of freshly cut flowers on my desk. There was no phone. No fax. No paper, pen, file…
nothing. I remember saying a prayer and thinking “now what do I do!”

Our first guest was Robin. I have shared a little about her previously. She came 
in that first week of October. She was 9 months pregnant, from Franklin and 
had nowhere to go. The wonderful volunteers at Lebanon Presbyterian Church 
welcomed Robin with open arms, hearts overflowing with love and food that was 
plentiful and delicious. Robin was rehomed with relatives in northern Ohio and 
that was the start of the 24 years of service that is now known as Family Promise of 
Warren County.

As we enter our 25th year of service, I cannot help but to reflect on the last 24 
years. From the first year where we had just 8 host congregations and depended on 
the wonderful volunteers at Springboro First United Methodist Church to move our 
beds to now, we have come a LONG WAY! And, while on the subject, many thanks to 
our friends and volunteers at Heritage Presbyterian Church, Lebanon Presbyterian 
Church, Lebanon United Methodist Church, Sycamore Presbyterian Church, 
Resurrection Lutheran Church and St. Patrick’s Episcopal who have walked alongside 
of us since the start. You are amazing. And we are so grateful for the many other 
churches that have joined us on this journey.

I cannot help but think about working months at a time by myself, every day until 
a wonderful friend and colleague of mine at the time, Barbara Thompson, asked if 
she could volunteer her time to give me time off…Of course and thank you! I cannot 
help but think of the months that the Board of Directors stretched to pay the bills 
and my salary. I cannot help but to think how 2008 adversely affected our families 
and our agency. AND I cannot help but to think about the COVID years and how our 
ever-growing network of caring congregations and volunteers stepped up as they 
always do and always have to say, what can we do and how can we do more!

And now, as we enter our 25th year of service we have taken the 
step to purchase our new building located at 600 Cincinnati Avenue, 

Vision:
“A county where every family 
has a home, a livelihood and 
a future full of promise...”

Mission:
“To assist Warren County 
homeless families achieve 
sustainable independence 
through a community based 
response...”

Linda’s Letter cont. on next page...

Jacob Garza earned the rank 
of Eagle Scout in December. 

Jacob designed his Eagle 
Scout project for the furniture 
ministry of Family Promise of 
Warren County. Jacob along 
with his Troop 817 and St. 

Margaret of York Parish, built 
new shelving units and turned 

our crowded storage facility into 
a dignified furniture showroom 
for recently homeless families 

seeking to furnish their        
new homes.
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Lebanon, where we have the potential to assist 15 families at one time, share a 
dedicated training area where our families can participate in life changing training 
which includes parenting, landlord/tenant training, budgeting, and more. Where 
our families will be involved with both congregations in their church home as well 
as have a place to stay as they learn self-sufficiency as well as responsibility and 
accountability. Where they will gain the skills to NEVER be homeless again and to 
assure that their children have the confidence to do well in all that they endeavor 
to do.

And I think of all those families and children who have blessed us along the way. 
The smiles that we have enjoyed. The pretty pictures that we adorned our offices 
with. The hugs, the tears of a mom who feels like a failure only to find out that 
with her new job, she too can afford a home for her children. The stories of the 
volunteer who threw the ball with a preteen that needed a father figure and how 
this volunteer encouraged him to finish school – which he did.

I think of the thousands of meals that were made for our guests and how they were 
treated like family. I think of all the unconditional love. The hope that was shared by 
volunteers. The staff that even in the hardest times rose to the occasion to say, YES, 
you can do it and I will hold your hand as you do. I think of all the successes and 
failures and how the successes always outweighed the failures. How we cried when 
we lost good friends and how we rejoiced as we gained new friends.

I think of my family and of those in my life that I consider family. I could not have 
endured these years without the love and support of my husband Steve and my 
children Katy and Andrew, who on many occasions supported late night calls that 
often took me away from family occasions. They have been and are my rock. And 
the support of my Board of Directors who I consider family who support my ideas 
that they often time wonder why but always stand by. And my long-time brother in 
spirit Dave Yelton, who believes in this mission as much, if not more than I do.

And then I go back to that first day as I wondered…” now what do I do”. Well, I think 
together, we did a lot and with God’s help and continued prayer, we will touch more 
lives and do so much more. 

I ask that you join us as each month we celebrate this exciting time. Watch our web 
page www.familypromisewarren.org; our Facebook page, Family Promise of Warren 
County -IHN; our Newsletter and our E-Newsletter for updates as we celebrate this 
amazing time in our existence. And, most of all, I thank YOU for 
your continued prayers and support as together we love those that 
we are called to love and serve over the next 25 years and beyond.

Linda Rabolt FPWC ED/
Jocelyn Baldwin Asst VP

Thank you 
Woodforest Bank 
for your support!
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Family Promise of Warren County 
So Much MORE Than Shelter! 

While the IHN Shelter program is the primary 
program of Family Promise of Warren County, we 
also provide the following programs:

• Homeless Crisis Response Program 
(HCRP)

The Homeless Crisis Response Program assists families and individuals 
to stay in their homes when there is a housing crisis that can be averted 
with short term assistance. This program can also rapidly rehouse 
folks who are in shelter, in a tent, on the street and have income but 
need assistance for deposit and first month’s rent. This program has   
assisted a total of 36 singles, 15 families (23 adults, 23 children) since 
January 2022.

• Heaven & Hearth
This program assists with furniture needs for our shelter families as 
well as anyone in the community who cannot afford to purchase. We 
rely solely on donations from the community to keep our warehouse 
stocked and ready to serve. Once a family is ready to move into 
housing this ministry assists in making sure every child has a bed to 
sleep in, and parents have essential day to day furniture items. All a 
person in the community has to provide is a referral and we do our 
best to accommodate all needs. A referral can be obtained through 
any Warren County based agency. Through your generous support this 
ministry thrives in continuing to serve all those in need.

• Coats for a Cause
This program assists not only the shelter families but anyone in the 
community who finds themselves without a proper coat, hat, gloves, 
scarves and winter gear.  We are grateful to the community who 
donate new or good as new items to this ministry and to all of our 
knitters that make wonderful hats, gloves and scarves for adults and 
children.

• After Shelter
This program follows our shelter families for a year or longer to 
continue to provide support and counsel as the families adjust to life 
outside of shelter.

• Transportation 
Family Promise is blessed to have a van, a bus and a truck. The van 
and bus provide much needed transportation to appointments, 
employment and other places that help our families to prepare for 
self sufficiency. The truck is our main vehicle for Heaven and Hearth 
ministry pickups as well as moving our families into housing.

If you have questions about any of the core Family 
Promise of Warren County programs, do not hesitate 
to contact Linda Rabolt at (513) 934-5250

Kroger and Dorothy Lane Market will also allocate a 
portion of sales to FPWC. For more information on 

all of these programs visit 
www.familypromisewarren.org and see our 

Get Involved page.

Donation Drop Off

Please call in advance when you are dropping off a 
donation. Please be aware that due to strict social distancing 
policy, FPWC staff will not be able to assist you with your drop 
off. Please realize that we are so very appreciative of your 
kindness and that while we would LOVE to visit with you as 
we have in the past, we simply cannot at this time. Be sure 
to leave your name and address with your donation so that 
we can send you a proper thank you! If you prefer to send 
a monetary donation to help us defray our additional costs 
please send to: 

FPWC, 203 East Warren Street, Lebanon, Ohio 45036. Check 
out our web page www.familypromisewarren.org for PayPal 
instructions. THANK YOU for your continued support of 
homeless families in Warren County.

Amazon Smile

Shopping Amazon?
Please be sure to select IHNWC as the beneficiary!
Your shopping can generate funding for families in 
need with zero personal expense. Register with our 
organization on Amazon Smile before placing your order 
with Amazon Smile. 

Other donations

Due to COVID-19 we are unable to take donations unless 
they are listed on the FPWC Wish List.  Items that are 
new and in the box will be considered on a case by case 
basis. Unfortunately we are unable to take any used 
clothing at this time.

Are you receiving our 
E-Newsletter? 

This newsletter keeps you up to date on 
the most recent improvements to our 
new building! To sign up for this visit our 
web-page at www.familypromisewarren.
org/e-newsletter or send your email to 
jesse@ihnwc.org.
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Stories of Promise

 Family Promise was a really big help to me and my 
kids. We became homeless due to our lease ending and our 
landlord not wanting to renew. Left with no other options, 
we called Family Promise. There was a smooth transition 
into shelter in April 2022. They helped us when hardly 
anyone would, but a couple of friends...they go out of 
their way to make people feel welcome and at home in the 
shelter hotel. 

 Because of the housing crisis our family stayed in 
shelter for several months before we were able to find an 
available apartment. All of the churches never failed to 
make sure that hot meals were given every night and other 
meals were provided throughout the week. We appreciate 
everything that they did for us. The churches even gave 
little gifts or activities each week that we would do together 
as a family. They are very caring and nice people! 

 By late July we were finally able to find an available 
apartment! With months of preparation we were very 
excited to be moving. Family Promise made sure we had all 
the necessary tools to complete the paperwork smoothly. 
We were able to tour the newly renovated three bedroom 
apartment as a family and instantly fell in love! Moving day 
came and Family Promise made sure I had all the necessary 
furniture to create a home.

 They helped us start a new life by helping us to get a 
beautiful apartment that we really feel at home in!

Thank you Family Promise!
-Rose & Girls

Are you receiving our 
E-Newsletter? 

This newsletter keeps you up to date on 
the most recent improvements to our 
new building! To sign up for this visit our 
web-page at www.familypromisewarren.
org/e-newsletter or send your email to 
jesse@ihnwc.org.

Join us for a discussion 
about homelessness in 

Warren County 

When:  October 10, 2022
Where: 600 Cincinnati Ave   
        Lebanon, OH 45036
Time:   Two Sessions
           10am & 7pm

Speakers will be from Warren 
County agencies that work closely 
with the crisis of homelessness.
Tours of the new Family Promise 

facility will be offered

RSVP
513.934.5250 or linda@ihnwc.org 2255th 

year
1998-2023

COHHIO News Clip

A new study shows there is no place in Ohio - 
or the United States, for that matter - where 
a person who’s working at minimum wage 
full-time can afford a modest two-bedroom 
apartment. The 2022 Out of Reach report 
reveals a significant gap between renters’ 
income and their housing cost. Amy Reigel, 
executive director of the Coalition on 
Homelessness and Housing in Ohio, said rents 
have risen at a rate of about 12% in the last 
year, and 20% over the last two years. “It’s 
accelerating, and there’s no signs it’s slowing 
down,” she said, “so this need will be more 
significant tomorrow - and in six months, 
it’s going to be a drastic impact on our 
communities.”
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Host Recruitment & Retention 
by Jennifer Fry & Mary Joseph (Co-Chairs, HR&R Team)

As this portion of our Host Recruitment & Retention Team’s article begins to take 
shape, it’s a warm, sunny August day. It’s always a bit tricky to have this reflection 
jump into the next month as I think of all of you who will read my musings.
 
My dear friend and housemate had right shoulder surgery recently. During her 
recovery time, she sometimes chooses to listen to spirituals as they keep her 
calm and distracted from pain. One of the favorites was, “I Will Be Your Standing 
Stone,” by Melanie DeMore. It‘s a repetitive piece and very moving. 
 
As Ms. DeMore’s words filled the room, over and over again, I realized how 
much we are “standing” with our families and the children, as they find their way 
through the tough work of turning their lives around. We all are virtually holding 
their hands, offering hugs and smiles, walking with them, being their “Standing 
Stone” as support. The theme for the song I mention is “unity.” The words drew 
me in to a place where I began to feel as though I am present with each parent, 
each child, each support person, etc., as we become the standing stone, standing 
by our families. This ministry we share is so important and so necessary and 
we, on the HR&R team, are so very grateful. We continue to be blessed by your 
dedication to all of our guests. Your notes of encouragement, your meals and 
items for the children and teens, make such a difference in each life we serve. 
Thank you, as always, for everything you do!
 
If your organization is looking for volunteer opportunities or you have a youth 
group, Sunday School class, or Bible study group who would like to volunteer, 
there is always a list of items that need to be taken care of at the new campus, 
including painting, cleaning, and, as I understand it, the weeds have returned in 
full force after the spring weeding!  We’d love to see you there and would be very 
grateful for the help.
 
We are looking forward to our “new normal” and we want to share it with you. 
Keep your eyes out for an invitation for our Forum on Homelessness in Warren 
County. You’ll hear from our partners as we talk about the crisis of homelessness 
in Warren County and what we can do to help. Afterward, some of our board 
members, our the staff and our Host Recruitment and Retention Committee will 

be available for tours of the new campus, as well as any questions 
you may have about how you can engage with and positively affect 
the homeless families in Warren County!  We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Host & Support Churches

Heritage Presbyterian Church
 St. Susanna Church
 Mason United Methodist Church
 Hope Church, Mason
 Compass Christian Church
 Grace Baptist Church
 Open Table Church 
Lebanon Presbyterian Church
Lebanon United Methodist Church
 Pleasant Plain Presbyterian
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Church
 Lakeveiw UCC
 True Kingdom Ministries
 St. Mary Magdalene
 Nexus Church
 The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day 
        Saints
Resurrection Lutheran Church
 Bethany UCC
Sycamore Presbyterian Church
Our Lady of Sorrows
 Monroe United Methodist
 One Community Church
 The River Church
 First Church of God
North Cincinnati Community Church
Springboro First United Methodist
 Covenant Presbyterian Church
 Springboro United Church of Christ
 Pilgrim South
 Red Lion United Methodist Church
 Living Water Lutheran Church
Cobblestone Community Church
New Freedom Church
Lifehouse Church
King of Kings Lutheran Church

COVID 19 Support Churches:

Liberty Heights, G3 Community Church, 
Saint Vincent de Paul of St. Philips 
Catholic Church, Living Water Lutheran 
Church, St. Augustine Catholic Church, St. 
Mary of the Assumption Catholic Church, 
St Francis Episcopal, Morrow United 
Methodist, The Park Church

If you have questions on how 
to become a host or support 
congregation, do not hesitate to 
contact Linda Rabolt at 
(513) 934-5250

2255th 
year

1998-2023
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Coordinator Corner
by Amy Zimmer - St. Augustine Catholic Church

Jesus, we hear You! Matthew 14:16 Jesus said to them, “There is no need 
for them to go away; give them some food yourselves.”

St. Augustine, Waynesville and St. Mary of the Assumption, Springboro 
(formerly St. Mary’s Franklin) have been support churches since the early 
days of Interfaith Hospitality Network; we have tried to follow this directive 
from Jesus. 

We shared a Pastor for a few years so we teamed up to host a week on the 
schedule this summer. While not being able to interact with the families in 
person, we felt a connection with them by reading the information about 
each family; picking out something special for each one. 

Ellen Ratti organized the donation project at St. Mary and we did the same 
at St. Augustine, making specific requests for the breakfast, lunch, snacks 
and beverage items. We included personal care items on our request list 
and of course some fun items for the children. There is nothing like a home 
cooked dinner, but because we were not able to get enough commitment 
for preparing the dinners for 7 days, we asked for a donation of restaurant 
gift cards so the family could pick out their own dinner meals each day. 
The members of our communities seriously embraced this call to serve and 
Jesus multiplied the gifts! The donations were very generous, including cash 
to buy the perishable food and anything needed; so generous that we were 
able to give each family gasoline gift cards, paper products, cleaning and 
laundry supplies which they can take with them, when they move to their 
own homes. We hope the notes of encouragement written to the families 
strengthened their hearts and souls as the food nourished their bodies. 

Besides the donations of items, many people volunteered their time and 
talent to make this project a success.

Let me conclude with Matthew 25:34-36, 40 Then the king will say to those 
on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father. Inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world. For I was hungry and 
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you 
welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison 
and you visited me. And the king will say to them in reply, 
‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least 
brothers/mine, you did for me.’ May God Bless all who 
support this mission of care for their neighbor.

2255th 
year

1998-2023

I truly cannot thank everyone of you 
enough for this program and what 
a blessing it has been. We wouldn’t 
have a home, hope or dreams if it 
wasn’t for your love and support. 
More than that, you saved my 
family. We wish you all the wellness 
in the world.xoxo  

-Brittany

My Bible study group (Harmony 
Circle) gathered at my house last 
night to prepare manicotti, broccoli, 
and cookies for the families. We 
enjoyed the same dinner together 
after the food was picked up. The 
ladies all had a great time and it was 
fun working as a group. We sure 
hope the families enjoyed it as much 
as we did!

-Jennifer

Thank you so much for the wonderful 
food you brought us and provided us 
for dinner this week. The time you 
sacrifice for us and other families 
just to help make sure we are fed is 
such a true and amazing blessing.  
We are so grateful for everything 
you do and continue to do when you 
really don’t have to.  
Thanks so much!  

-Haley and family



1. What do you usually do to volunteer 
for FPWC? Which is your favorite? 
We knit and crochet hats, scarves, baby items etc. The 
store collects all items that people want to donate and 
delivers to our chosen charities - FPWC being one!

2. How did you first get involved in 
FPWC?
Sara Stegemoller hangs out and knits at the store and put 
us in touch with the then IHN.

3. What is your “why” for volunteering?
Our customers love to knit and crochet. Some will donate 
excess items that they have made, others knit specifically 
to fill an ever growing need.

4. What is a memorable moment about 
your work with us?
We all love getting the letters from the recipients,   
knowing that they are benefiting from something that     
we did, knowing that we touched lives and made them  
feel a little better.
I remember a story about Sara taking things to drop off 
and the FPWC lady burst into tears because we had raised 
money and bought coats and pajamas for adults as well as 
children and that she knew a girl who was struggling and 
that these items were going to make such a huge impact 
on her life.

5. What would you tell new members/
volunteers about volunteering for FPWC?
We all feel good knowing that we made a little difference.
It is so worthwhile, especially hearing stories of making      
a difference.

1. How long have you been a board member 
of FPWC?
I have been a board member since January 2016.

2. What do you enjoy most about being a 
board member?
I love working with the Family Promise team to support 
the children/families throughout Warren County. Every 
child in the program blesses us back and makes us want 
to work even harder.

3. Why did you join FPWC?
I started partnering with FPWC when I worked at JBM 
Packaging. FPWC was part of our outreach - - our 
employees volunteered and we raised money to support 
FPWC programs. Upon retiring, I wanted to give back to 
the community. FPWC had the Best Mission to support 
children/families in need, they had the Best Staff with 
the Biggest Heart and I wanted to be a part of their team.

4. What is your current occupation? 
In addition to volunteering, I work as a part-time Human 
Resources Consultant focusing on Culture, Engagement 
and Leadership development.

5. What do you love most about FPWC?
I love the opportunity to work with the FPWC staff and 
give back through ensuring they have all the tools they 
need for supporting the children and families. Hiring the 
best staff members, creating benefit programs, cooking 
Christmas in July dinners, organizing the July 4th 5k Run/
Walk are a few of the FUN opportunities FPWC gives me.

6. What’s something about you (a fun fact) 
that not many people know? 
I love to bake, make candies and share goodies with all 
of my friends and family. I use my family and friends as 
tasters! For the most part, they respond with LOVE!!

Volunteer Spotlight 

 getting to know 

The Knitters &  

Crocheters from 

Main St. Yarns 

Board Spotlight 

getting to know 

Carol Spicer
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Christmas Sponsorships 

We will begin to take sponsorships for the families 
that are in shelter or have been over the last 12 
months beginning October 15. Any family, person, 
organization, business or other group that is 
interested in sponsoring a family will receive a list 
of needs and wants for each of the children. We ask 
that all items are bagged in black garbage bags, with 
the family number secured to the bag and that all 
items are received no later than December 19. Santa 
and his elves will deliver the presents on Christmas 
Eve to all of the children.  



As previously reported, FPWC purchased a small historic motel in 
March. This facility will provide space for guest family lodging, a new 
Day Center, a new Training Center and offices for our staff. We have 
followed a comprehensive plan to renovate the space to make it safe,
functional and efficient for guests and staff. Members of our board 
have coordinated the project, using professional contractors for 
complex or technical work like electrical, plumbing, and heating/
air conditioning. We have relied on volunteers from our network 
congregations to help with basic efforts like painting, cleaning, and 
moving furniture.

We are pleased to report that significant progress has been made. All 
of the guest rooms have been professionally cleaned and are ready 
for adoptive organizations to refresh them to be more like home. 
Aluminum and non-opening windows have all been replaced with new 
vinyl units. All of the plumbing to the guest rooms has been replaced.

New interconnected smoke detectors have been installed throughout 
the entire building. Our electrical contractor has worked with engineers 
from the City and County to modernize the electrical systems and 
control panels. Supply chain delays have slowed this work, but the
contractor is ready to complete everything in a few weeks once the 
parts are all in hand.

All of the office areas have been reconfigured to provide efficient 
workflow. These spaces have all been repainted and are ready for 
installation of vinyl plank flooring later this month. Likewise, the 
new Training Center has been reconfigured and is ready for flooring. 
This space lacked suitable HVAC and a modern new system has                
been installed.

Thank you to the many groups and individuals who have given their 
time to help us with this project. We are nearing completion and we’re 
excited to have everyone come see the space. If you 
would like a tour, please contact Linda Rabolt, ED, at 
513-934-5250 or at linda@ihnwc.org to set up a day 
and time. We look forward to seeing you!

Renovation is Progressing at 
Our New Campus
by Tom Ludeke (FPWC Board Vice President)
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Time for Change 

This fundraiser will occur on November 6, the day of 
the fall time change. We ask that you consider saving 
and collecting your change so that “your change 
can evoke a change in the life of a child who stays at 
Family Promise”. This simple yet valuable fundraiser 
has raised thousands of dollars over the years.  This 
year, Time for Change will fund our newest project, 
the Garden Path Reading Program. This project will 
result in a magical place that will have a vignette 
of stories that will encourage reading and foster 
a love of the outdoors as well as an appreciation 
of gardens. It will grace the front yard of our new 
facility. We feel that this will be a welcome project 
that will uplift our families and especially positively 
affect the children.

Christmas Sponsorships 

We will begin to take sponsorships for the families 
that are in shelter or have been over the last 12 
months beginning October 15. Any family, person, 
organization, business or other group that is 
interested in sponsoring a family will receive a list 
of needs and wants for each of the children. We ask 
that all items are bagged in black garbage bags, with 
the family number secured to the bag and that all 
items are received no later than December 19. Santa 
and his elves will deliver the presents on Christmas 
Eve to all of the children.  
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Run4Home 5K & Kids Fun Run

The 2022 Run4Home 5K and Kids Fun Run was a success once 
again this year! 

We thank all of our sponsors as well as the 198 participants 
that made this day so special. The Brunning Endurance 
Company did a wonderful job and kept the energy level 
high. We thank the great volunteers of Heritage Presbyterian 
Church for providing cold drinks upon the end of the race!  
We also want to thank our volunteers from The Church of 
Jesus Christ of the Latter Day Saints for their help again this 
year!

The Run4Home began with a ceremonial walk by the Family 
Promise staff and Board of Directors to “walk into 25 years of 
service to the Warren County community”. This was quite a 
moment for all.

Food and fellowship were plentiful as together we celebrated 
our successful walks and runs. More fellowship followed as 
several folks took the opportunity to visit our new building at 
600 Cincinnati Avenue and enjoyed a cold drink and hot dog!

In all, we raised a total of $13,258.26 which will be used for 
the families that are sheltered at Family Promise of Warren 
County. We thank all of our sponsors listed below as well as 
our participants and our volunteers for making this fundraiser 
a SUCCESS!

Sponsors;  ATAC Pond Management, Eastgate Graphics, 
Rittgers & Rittgers, R&W Heating Inc, JBM Packaging, Barton 
Girdwood DDS, Newman Sanitary Gasket Company, Lebanon 
Optimist Club, Heritage Presbyterian Church, JRS Wealth 
Management, Miami Valley Gaming, Rev Mary Joseph, 
Broadway Family Medicine, Hope Evangelical Free Church, 
Minuteman Press, One Community Church, Russell Auto 
Repair, TGK Realestate, Warren County Democratic Party,  
Pleasant Plain Presbyterian Church and Bunce Chiropractic

Christmas in July

One of the most important programs that Family Promise of 
Warren County provides is our Christmas in July program.

Christmas in July began out of an outpouring of love, care 
and concern for our shelter children as they start the 
school year. At Christmas the children are well cared for by 
generous sponsors; however, we found years ago that our 
children were ill prepared to start the school year. That HAD 
to change.

Enter Jennifer and Bill Keezer. This labor of love assures 
that each child has all that they need to successfully start 
the school year. From backpacks full of the items that their 
teacher requests (this is Bill’s job - he contacts each school 
for their grade specific lists) to making sure that each child 
has proper shoes, socks, clothing, haircut, undies and a fall 
jacket (Jennifer’s job) to making sure that Santa brings a 
small toy and candy (Santa’s job) for our children who were 
in or are in the crisis of homelessness begin the school year 
fully prepared and ready for success.

And having heard year after year from teachers, this 
program indeed makes a difference. Our children enter 
school with no barriers and feel that they are just as good 
as any other child in that class. They are ready to learn and 
they are eager to be successful.

We want to thank our many sponsors who allow Jennifer 
and her elves to shop for our children as well as the VBS at 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church that supplied many of the 
much needed school supplies. 
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Family Promise of Warren County
Wish List

   If you are interested in helping our families during this time,
   below is a wish list of items that are greatly needed.

•  Moving Boxes
•  Cleaning supplies: Lysol/Clorox wipes, disinfectant spray, floor cleaner,   

 buckets, mops, brooms, bathroom cleaner, kitchen cleaner, toilet bowl   
 cleaner, glass cleaner, cleaning supplies (i.e. Sponges, magic eraser,   
 etc.)

•  Paper towels 
• Baby items: diapers (sizes newborn, 4, 5, 6), baby wipes, baby/toddler shampoo,   
 baby/toddler wash, infant/children’s Tylenol/Advil/Motrin
• Adult Tylenol, Advil/Motrin
• Garbage bags: 13-gallon kitchen size (10 in a box at Dollar Tree)
• Women’s deodorant 
• Pots/Pans sets (at Dollar Tree for $20)
• Dish soap
• Disinfectant pump soap
• Adult hair conditioner 
• Adult body wash
• Hair ties, brushes/combs
• Walmart, Kroger, Aldi, Speedway, & Target gift cards
• Food Cards: Burger King, McDonald’s, Taco Bell, Arby’s, KFC etc.

Monetary donations are also appreciated for special needs. Please see webpage 
www.familypromisewarren.org for PayPal information or mail checks to FPWC at the     

address below.
Your kind donation is very important to us.

Please call ahead when dropping off at

203 East Warren St. 
Lebanon, OH 45036

Please leave donations on the table by the front door along with your contact 
information for a thank you note. We appreciate you!! Stay well!!
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Did you know in January-July 2022 
FPWC assisted:

• 18 families
• 58 individuals
• 39 children
• 1215 referrals*
*every referral was assisted appropriatly and 
may not have required the shelter program 
to achieve success. Referrals for services to date 
exceed the total referrals for all of 2020 (1189)

Thank you to all the many volunteers 
at our host and support churches 

for providing meals, fellowship, 
hospitality and unconditional love 
to our families. If you would like 
to get involved, please contact 
Linda Rabolt, Executive Director, 
at 513-934-5250 or 

linda@ihnwc.org. For more 
information about FPWC go to 

www.familypromisewarren.org.

Wish List

Please refer to our webpage 
www.familypromisewarren.org

for our Wish List!

Our most needed items are:
cleaning supplies, gift cards 
(Kroger, Walmart, etc.), paper 

towels, pump soap, toilet bowl 
cleaner, bathroom cleaner 


